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On-Stage Question (A New Scored Competition Category):


Only One  On-Stage Question:


One General Question.  This question should not be Platform-Related.


The On-Stage Question competition should be the final competition category of the night.





Contestants’ Transcripts (No Change):





The contestant’s most recent transcript available is required, even if the contestant is a college graduate. If the contestant is a high school senior or in her first college semester, a photocopy of her most recent report card or reporting mechanism is acceptable.  Contestants will not be allowed to compete in the local pageant if they do not have one of these.  Please ensure you include this requirement, in addition to a birth certificate, in your paperwork to the contestant





Judges Resumes:





The format for Judges Resumes for local pageants has been revised to also include the contestant’s Marketing Plan, what the contestant’s legacy will be as Miss America, and why the contestant should be Miss America this year.





Contestant’s Platform:





This document is required from every contestant at the local level.  This is the contestant’s opportunity to explain to the judges what her chosen platform is and why it is important for the Miss America Organization to embrace this platform.  In addition, it should explain how your platform will further the Miss America Organization “brand” to the public.





Miss America State-Local Contract:





Contract language in the Miss America State-Local Contract can no longer be changed by the local franchise since the contract is now in Adobe Acrobat format, rather than Microsoft Word.  The only change that can be made to the document within the file is to the name of the “TX/Local Pageant”.  Once you enter this on the first line, it will populate all other places where the “TX/Local Pageant” name should be.  All other places must be manually written in or typed in.  If you do not have Adobe Acrobat, you can download it for free by visiting www.adobe.com and then clicking on the “Get Adobe Reader” icon.





“Overall Composite” Judging Category Has Been Removed:





The “Overall Composite” competition has been removed from the Miss America local pageant competition.





Talent Competition Time Limit is 2 minutes Only:





Talent time limit at the local pageant level is limited to 2 minutes beginning with 2005 Miss Texas Local Pageants.





Advanced Notification of Preliminary Award Tie Breaking:





Local Executive Directors must indicate in advance on their pageant paperwork submitted to the Miss Texas Chairman of Local Judges’ Coordinators whether or not ties in Talent, Swimsuit, and Interview are to be broken, or if they are to be announced at all.





Revised Tie Breaking Rules:





If the Talent Winner and the Swimsuit Winner are to be announced, the local Executive Director must indicate on the paperwork to the Miss Texas Chairman of Local Judges’ Coordinators that ties in these two categories are to be broken or if the ties are to be announced.  In previous years, when ties were broken, the Auditor broke the ties based upon specific rules for the contestant with the higher Interview Score or Talent Score, as applicable.  Beginning with 2005 local pageants, if ties are to be broken, then the panel of judges will each cast a vote for the Talent or Swimsuit Winner, if there is a tie in either of these categories and the local Executive Director has indicated that ties are to be broken.





When breaking ties within the Top-Five for local pageants, the contestant with the highest Private Interview points receives the higher placement.  If the point values are the same for total points and Private Interview, the order of progression after that is Talent, then On-Stage Question, then Evening Wear, and then Lifestyle and Fitness in Swimsuit.





No Announcing of Contestant Numbers For Awards:





When announcing the Preliminary Award Winners, Runners-up, and Winner, you may no longer announce the contestant number, but you must announce the amount of the scholarship award if one is applicable.





No More Composite Score Sheets Following the Pageant:





It is now mandated by the Miss America Organization that no scores may be given out after the pageant at local or state pageants, either individually or as a composite.  Therefore beginning with 2005, contestants will not receive Composite Score Sheets following the pageant from the Judges’ Coordinator.





Additional Changes:





The Miss America organization removed the College Information, Graduate School Information, Talent Information, and Special Training Information from Attachment A - Supplemental Fact Sheet.























(1) See Judges’ Score Sheets for description of Judging Criteria.
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